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Semester II, Paper II: Polity, Society and Economy under the Marathas (1600-1707) 

(Objectives:  1600 to 1707 was a period of rapid change in the history of Marathas. Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj established the Maratha state and initiated fundamental changes in the political, 

socio-economic and cultural life of the people. The course is designed to acquaint the students 

with the political, socio-economic and religious life of the people  during the 1600-1707 period. 

It will educate the students about the policy and contribution of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj) 

Module 1- Polity   

a. Civil administration: administrative structure, Ashtapradhan 

b. Judicial administration: judicial structure, gotsabha, divya 

c. Military administration: forts and navy 

Module 2- Economy 

a. Agriculture: types of land and crops, revenue settlement, irrigation 

b. Industry: local craftsmen and major Industries 

c. Trade: trade centers, trade routes, transport and communications  

Module 3- Society and Religion  

a. Village communities: Vatandar, Mirasdar, Balutedar-Alutedar and Upare 



b. Pandharpur movement 

c. Pilgrimage Centers: Kolhapur, Shikhar Shinganapur, Tuljapur 

Module 4-Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj: Policy and Contribution 

a. Administration and Management  

b. Trade and Agriculture 

c. Religion 
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